Psoriasis and drugs: influence of tetracyclines on the course of psoriasis.
Patients with psoriasis vulgaris (462) were studied by questionnaire to find the effect on psoriasis of drug therapy for intercurrent diseases or focal infections. Of 462 patients with psoriasis, in 76 (16.45%) the disease became more severe during drug therapy. Of these, 19 worsened after administration of tetracyclines, and in five psoriasis was precipitated after therapy with drugs of the tetracycline family. We suggest that tetracyclines should be avoided in patients with psoriasis and in healthy persons with a genetic predisposition (positive family history, human leukocyte antigens B13, B17, B27).